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the Interim and Assistant Superintendent of 
Schools. 

In 2003, Don was appointed Conroe ISD’s 
Superintendent of Schools—a posting he has 
held for fifteen years. Under his leadership, 
Conroe ISD has reached new levels of suc-
cess and earned countless performance and 
achievement awards—becoming the largest 
school district to ever be named Exemplary by 
the Texas Education Agency and one of only 
three school districts with the highest aca-
demic achievement rating eight years in a row. 

Throughout his time in Montgomery County 
and the Greater Houston Area, Don has used 
his talents to serve his community in both 
Conroe ISD and a wide variety of educational 
and civic organizations. These tireless efforts 
have not gone unnoticed. Dan’s hard work 
and passion for service have earned him the 
title of Superintendent of the Year, Citizen of 
the Year, and many other community and pub-
lic service awards. 

Don dedicated his career to making a dif-
ference in his community that reached far be-
yond the classroom, and thousands of stu-
dents, families, educators, and staff have been 
changed for the better due to his efforts. 

I am proud to join his wife, Kara; his daugh-
ter, Brooke; his friends; and his colleagues in 
thanking Don for his career of service and 
wishing him the best as he begins his well-de-
served retirement. 
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RECOGNIZING CENTENARIAN RESI-
DENTS OF EVERLASTING PINE 
HDFC 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 18, 2018 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to recognize the contribution of seven cente-
narian residents of Everlasting Pine HDFC on 
Chung Pak Local Development Corporation ’ s 
Elderly Appreciation Day, and in recognition of 
Older American’s Month and Asian Pacific 
American Heritage Month. 

Built in 1993 through a HUD senior sup-
portive housing program, Everlasting Pine 
HDFC has provided a home and a community 
to low-income seniors. Safe and affordable 
housing is essential to low-income seniors and 
allows residents to live independent and vi-
brant lives. 

Symbolizing decades of longevity and hard 
work, this occasion reflects an important mile-
stone in a growing segment of American life, 
the Centenarians. Over the years, these spe-
cial individuals have contributed to our nation, 
witnessing remarkable changes and extraor-
dinary progress. They have lived through 
some of the most exciting times in our nation’s 
history. 

Li Keng Tsuei, Hai Liu, Mark Chan Sze, 
Rong Guo Xin, Ng Kwa Ying, Wu Siu Ying 
and Yee Mee Ting are all lifelong residents of 
Chinatown who are 100 years of age and 
older. They have individually contributed to the 
fabric and welfare of their neighborhood and 
New York City. They have earned the respect 
and affection of people from all walks of life. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
these remarkable centenarians and wish them 
continued health and happiness. 

BABITA GAUTAM 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 18, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Babita 
Gautam for receiving the Adams County May-
ors and Commissioners Youth Award. 

Babita Gautam received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Babita 
Gautam is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Babita Gautam for winning the Adams County 
Mayors and Commissioners Youth Award. I 
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. AL-
BERTA LOGAN GRIFFIN SHIPMAN 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, May 18, 2018 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to extend my sincerest congratulations 
and birthday wishes to a dedicated woman of 
God and respected librarian, Mrs. Alberta 
Logan Griffin Shipman, who celebrated her 
90th birthday on April 28, 2018 at the 
Doubletree Hotel in Columbus, Georgia. 

Mrs. Shipman was born on May 5, 1928 to 
Rogers and Hattie Whiteside Logan of Ruther-
fordton, North Carolina. She received her 
Bachelor’s degree from Albany State College 
(now Albany State University Library Media 
Specialist and Master of Education degrees 
from Columbus State University, and Master 
of Library Science degree from what is now 
Clark Atlanta University. 

In 1973, Mrs. Shipman became the Director 
of the South Columbus Branch Library in the 
Chattahoochee Valley Regional Library Sys-
tem, making her the first African American and 
first professionally degreed librarian to hold 
that position. Throughout her career, she 
served her community with unparalleled com-
mitment as the Vice President of the Board of 
Directors for Columbus State University’s 
Alumni Association, Secretary of the American 
Association of University Women, Board Mem-
ber for the League of Women Voters, and 
Chairperson for ‘‘Attack on Illiteracy Cam-
paign’’ sponsored by Gamma Tau Omega 
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incor-
porated, of which she is a Life member. 

Mrs. Shipman lives by the following words: 
‘‘Our God has done great things for all people 
and we should strive to love more and con-
tinue to help each other through Jesus Christ 
Our Savior.’’ Mrs. Shipman used her love for 
the Lord to positively shape her community. 
As a lifetime member of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, she has served in several 
capacities and has regularly incorporated her 
faith into her commitment to public service. 

Mrs. Shipman is a noted speaker for reli-
gious and civic events such as Women’s Day, 
Missionary Day and Educational Leadership 
Seminars and Workshops. Her efforts in the 
church and as a citizen of the world have 
earned her many accolades . She was the first 
recipient of the Boundless Missionary Award 
for dedicated service to the Women’s Mis-
sionary Society. She also received the Holding 
Up the Light Award and the central District 
Presiding Elder’s ‘‘ Spirit Award.’’ 

Mrs. Shipman has accomplished many 
things in her life, but none of these accom-
plishments would have been possible without 
the grace of God and the love and support of 
her current husband, Roy and her seven won-
derful daughters from her late husband, Rev-
erend John R. Griffin. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me, my wife Vivian, and the more than 
730,000 residents of Georgia’s Second Con-
gressional District, in recognizing Mrs. Alberta 
Logan Griffin Shipman. She is truly a woman 
of faith whose heart never stops giving and 
whose hands never stop serving the people of 
her church and her community. We extend our 
best wishes to her on the occasion of her 90th 
birthday. 
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ALIANA MONAE GUILLORY 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 18, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Aliana Monae 
Guillory for receiving the Adams County May-
ors and Commissioners Youth Award. 

Aliana Monae Guillory received this award 
because her determination and hard work 
have allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Aliana 
Monae Guillory is exemplary of the type of 
achievement that can be attained with hard 
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of 
their education and develop a work ethic 
which will guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Aliana Monae Guillory for winning the Adams 
County Mayors and Commissioners Youth 
Award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 
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TRIBUTE TO JOHN IKARD 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 18, 2018 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge Mr. John Ikard’s generous phi-
lanthropy and dedicated service to the State of 
Colorado. 

In 2017, Mr. Ikard retired from his position 
as CEO of First Bank after 17 years of leading 
one of Colorado’s largest and most successful 
financial institutions. Under his leadership, 
John also helped to give back to his commu-
nity. Since 2000, FirstBank has donated over 
$50 million to disability and wellness charities 
throughout the Rocky Mountain region. Al-
though Mr. Ikard has since stepped down from 
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